
National Park Authority response to Welsh Government Consultation Document 
Permitted Development and Allotments (WG38799)

Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act places a duty on public bodies to carry out 
sustainable development to improve the way in which we achieve the social, economic, environmental 
and cultural well-being of Wales. The National Park must act in accordance with the sustainable 
development principle and seek to ensure that the needs of the present are met without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. As part of this duty public bodies must set 
and publish objectives which are designed to maximise its contribution to achieving each of the well-
being goals. The 7 goals are:

- A prosperous Wales
- A resilient Wales
- A healthier Wales
- A more equal Wales
- A Wales of cohesive communities
- A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
- A globally responsible Wales

The primary objective of Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (2018) is to ensure that the planning system 
contributes towards the delivery of sustainable development and improves the social, economic, 
environmental and cultural well-being of Wales as required by the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015. 

Allotments – ensuring appropriate and inclusive locations

The Use Class of an allotment is identified as Sui Generis Agriculture and as such development is 
considered against Part 6 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
Order 1995 (amended).  Due to the nature of allotments the land would not form part of an 
agricultural enterprise and, notwithstanding any other requirement of Part 6, all development fails to 
be permitted development.  As such planning permission is required for development.

The ability for allotment holders to improve the functioning of allotments is welcome.  Allotments 
can play an important role in community cohesion by enabling contact between different people of 
differing backgrounds, imparting of generational knowledge in respect of growing food, improve 
health and wellbeing and reduce greenhouse gases as food is grown locally and without the need for 
transportation and, often, are less expensive than purchasing the goods from a shop. 

The change to the permitted development rights would be acceptable however there are some 
areas that require further consideration.  These are the definition of allotment and location of 
allotment.

In addition it is considered essential that allotments are appropriately located in the first instance.  

Once a suitably located allotment is created the occupants should have access to the benefit of 
permitted development rights.

Unsuitable locations and thus the structures enabled through permitted development rights would 
include:

 Visually sensitive locations where the number and materials of the structures could be 
visually intrusive

 Where increases in noise and vehicle movements are a material planning consideration and 
there may be detriment to adjacent uses, for example dwellings and or issues of highway 
safety



 Isolated from potential users in towns, villages and hamlets, thereby increasing reliance on 
private car use.  Creating community development which encouraging car use is not 
promoting a healthy lifestyle, increases greenhouse gas emissions and increases the cost of 
potential allotment users due to additional fuel costs. 

 On or adjacent to land that is ecologically sensitive 

The National Park Authority consider it essential that the use class of an allotment is clearly defined 
as being different from agriculture.  Allotments can then be located in appropriate location and then 
have the benefit of permitted development rights.

As referred to in paragraph 2.2 of the consultation document, the site is often owned by the local 
authority, or managed by an allotment association with the individual plots cultivated by one person 
or family.  Further to this there are many types of community groups or community interest 
companies which are successful at providing and being responsible for enabling community 
allotments.   The National Park Authority is concerned that it would be virtually impossible to 
provide a suitable definition of an allotment as there are many permutations of the group that 
provides an allotment and therefore there could be difficulties for eligible groups to have the benefits 
which could be enabled through permitted development rights.  By creating an allotment Use Class 
this difficulty is addressed.

In response to the questions posed by the consultation document officers recommend the following:

Q1. Do you agree permitted development rights should be introduced for development on an 
allotment? 
If allotments are given the benefit of a specific Use Class which is separate from “Sui Generis 
Agriculture”.

Q2. Do you agree permitted development rights for allotments should include the erection of both a 
shed and a glasshouse on a single plot? 
Yes, if allotments are given the benefit of a specific Use Class which is separate from “Sui Generis 
Agriculture”.

Q3. If yes to Q2, do you agree the maximum dimensions of a shed or glasshouse permitted by the 
GPDO should be no greater than 2.5m (depth) x 2.1m (width) x 2.2m (height) (i.e. a standard 
domestic 8 x6 garden shed or glasshouse)? 
Yes, if allotments are given the benefit of a specific Use Class which is separate from “Sui Generis 
Agriculture”.

Q4. In order to manage visual impact and protect the growing space, do you agree the number of 
sheds and glasshouses should be restricted to one of each per half plot (125 square metres)? 
Yes, if allotments are given the benefit of a specific Use Class which is separate from “Sui Generis 
Agriculture”.

Q5. Do you agree a half plot should be defined as measuring no greater than 125 square metres?  
Yes, if allotments are given the benefit of a specific Use Class which is separate from “Sui Generis 
Agriculture”.


